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Policy Regulation Fact Sheet
[bookmark: _GoBack]	The Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPPA) privacy rule was enacted in 1996 under the healthcare laws of the United States. Its main role is to establish the national standards for protecting patients’ medical records and other important personal health information (United States Department of Health and Human Services, n. d.). This rule applies to different categories of the healthcare system including healthcare providers, healthcare clearinghouses, and health planners that are involved in electronic transactions. One of the main rules of this act is the provision of safeguards for protecting the privacy of individuals’ health information (Cohen & Mello, 2018). Apart from this, it gives patients rights over their personal health information. 
	The HIPPA privacy rule has had an impact on system implementation. In terms of administrative safeguards, it requires the implementation of policies and procedures for preventing, detecting, containing, and correcting security breaches (Nkunzimana & Ndagijimana, 2019). Apart from this, it also requires an effective assessment of potential risks that might affect health information. In terms of physical safeguards, it requires the implementation of policies that are aimed at limiting physical access to patients’ health information (HealthIT.gov, n. d.). In terms of technical safeguards, it requires the assigning of unique numbers for tracking the identity of users. 
	HIPPA has had several impacts on healthcare organizations. It has helped in creating a culture of compliance in healthcare organizations (Anthony et al., 2014). It has ensured that healthcare organizations comply with regulations that change from time to time. It has improved confidence among patients and set standards for protecting healthcare information (Anthony et al., 2014). It has ensured that medical records are safe. It has improved patient satisfaction as information can be shared instantly across different departments with the permission of the patient. 
	To address the HIPPA privacy rule, various policies and procedures have to be put in place. The healthcare organization has to invest in modern technology to ensure the smooth flow of the system. Apart from this, workers must be trained on how to use the systems supporting the process. 
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